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PromenadeShops.com 
26795–26851 South Bay Dr., Bonita Springs, FL 34134

SUBLIME STYLE

PLAYFUL PURSUITS

Shop, dine & experience

one-of-a-kind destinations.
all tastes. all tasteful. all here!

over25

FANTASTIC FLAVORS

Blues and Bloody’s Sunday Concert Series at The Center Bar
Sunday, August 14 from noon to 7 p.m.

ARTS FOR ALL AT THE CENTERS

Open Mic Night
     Come strut your stuff!

Thursday, Sept 1, 7pm

PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
10150 BONITA BEACH RD
VISUAL ARTS CENTER 
26100 OLD 41 RD

TICKETS & INFO 239.495.8989
ARTCENTERBONITA.ORG

Monday Night 
Movies at theMoe 

Wine, Beer

Popcorn &

Concessions · Tickets $10

August 15: Belfast

August 22: Samland

Aug 29: The Legend of Tayos
Bring a friend, learn a fun new art 

technique & take home a masterpiece!

Includes materials, instruction, food & wine

One Night Events

AUG 22 GLAZINGGREAT BOWLS OF FIRE...... $65
SEPT 06 ABSTRACT PAINTINGJEN UNWIN .... $65
SEPT 15 FUSED GLASS VASE “FIRE & ICE” .........$75

COMPTON & 
     BENNETT IN...

Through August 25—
Clarity—Works created by the Centers’ artists 
that embody their interpretation of the theme
Holiday Card Competition—Vote for your 
favorites to be included in a holiday card set
Visual Arts Center, Monday-Saturday, 9-5

FINE ART/FREE ADMISSION
Purchase select works directly from the artists!

Musical Comedy
A Cracker at the Ritz is a 
satirical roasting of all things 
Florida in song and sketch 
comedy with Earlene, the 
queen of all Crackers!
Friday, August 12, 7:30pm

“Kickin’ the Blues Music Festival” 
set for Nov. 19 in Bonita Springs

SPECIAL TO FLORIDA WEEKLY

Three former musicians of the rock 
band Chicago and one current Earth 
Wind & Fire musician will headline a 
music festival in Bonita Springs that 
organizers plan to take statewide to 
benefit mental health and suicide pre-
vention.

“Kickin’ the Blues Music Festival” is 
planned for Sat., Nov. 19, from 4 to 9 
p.m. at Riverside Park, 10450 Reynolds 
St., Bonita Springs.

Headlining the music festival will be 
Bill Champlin, Keith Howland and Jeff 
Coffey, formerly of the hit band Chica-
go, and John Paris, current member of 
Earth, Wind & Fire. They will be per-
forming the music that made the groups 
famous in the 1970s and 1980s with hits 
such as 25 or 6 to 4, Beginnings, Satur-
day in the Park, Searchin’, Hard Habit to 
Break, Boogie Wonderland and Fantasy. 

Music will be continuous throughout 
the event with other guest performers 
slated to appear as well.

The inaugural event is being orga-
nized by Grounding Wire, a new non-
profit organization, founded by Frances 
and Bret Borshell, a husband and wife 
team who want to help those struggling 
with anxiety and mental health disor-
ders. 

“Mental health issues are impacting 
the majority of Americans, with 70 
percent reporting that they have debili-
tating stress. Suicide is increasing at an 
alarming rate along with gun violence,” 
said Frances Borshell. “There aren’t 
enough resources to help those in need, 
especially in Southwest Florida.”

Florida has long maintained one of 
the lowest per capita mental health 
expenditures in the nation. According 
to the most recent data from Florida 
State University, Florida has a per capita 
mental health services expenditure of 
$37.28, giving it a rank of 49th for mental 
health funding in the U.S. 

Mental Health of America recent-
ly ranked Florida 48th nationwide on 
access to mental health care. It specif-
ically noted that 633,000 Florida adults 
with mental illness and 116,000 youth 
with depression had unmet treatment 
needs.

Funds raised from the concert will be 
used to provide mental health toolkits 
to schools and individuals in need. The 
kits include guidance for active breath-
ing, present mind awareness, and med-
itation, along with access to resources 
such as interactive content, videos, edu-
cational information, and other help-
ful digital content provided by mental 
health experts.

Borshell said music is a wonderful 
coping mechanism for individuals with 
mental health concerns, so a concert 
was a logical way to provide resources 
while listening to great artists.

In addition to music, the festival will 
include mental health providers who 
can provide information about mental 
health resources available. Food trucks, 
beer, wine and healthy beverages also 
will be available for sale. A meditation 
station also will be provided.

Tickets are $25 for general admission 
and $65 for VIP admission. Tickets can 
be purchased at  www.groundingwire.org 

Sponsorships also are available from 
$500 to $45,000. For more informa-
tion about sponsorships, email info@
groundingwire.org. ■
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